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What Is the
PSAT 8/9?




Some
Key Facts

The PSAT " 8/9 is designed for 8th- and
9th-grade students.

The PSAT 8/9 is a test that will help educators
and students figure out what students need to
work on most so that they are ready for college
when they graduate from high school.

Scores for the SAT® Suite of Assessments (SAT,
PSAT/NMSQT®, PSAT" 10, and PSAT 8/9) are
reported on a common vertical scale, allowing
educators and students to measure progress.

Test length: 2 hours and 25 minutes.

There's no penalty for guessing or blank
responses, also known as “rights-only scoring.”



Beneflts Of the . " Z:g (F:aSéZrBr/jaZ?r‘:Z:gjshes a baseline measurement of college
PSAT 8/9

The PSAT 8/9 tests the same skills and knowledge as the SAT,
& PSAT/NMSQT, and PSAT 10—in a way that makes sense for
each grade level.

Personalized practice on Khan Academy® gives students the

— opportunity to upload their test results to receive targeted
learning plans that students can use to learn more about and
practice the skills they need to improve.

The score reports will give students comprehensive,
personalized feedback on test performance, allowing students to
see which questions were answered incorrectly and which
academic skills they should work to improve.

KL

Information on college majors and career exploration are offered
by the College Board and Roadtrip Nation.
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PSAT/NMSQT




About the PSAT/NMSQTe

> It stands for Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test

>» The PSAT/NMSQT is the entry point to the National Merite

Scholarship Program, and a great way to practice for the A RECORD

SATe— both are on the same scale 4 0 M
=]

STUDENTS

Student Benefits:

> Connects to millions in scholarships
P TOOK THE

>> Measures progress toward college readiness PSAT/NMSQT

>> Free personalized practice through Khan Academy IN 2015

>> Opportunities to take AP courses

6 CollegeBoard






What is the SATe?

The SAT is:

>» A globally recognized college

admission test. I —

> Used by colleges for admission, course placement, and . 2883

scholarship opportunities. c 0000

e O®O0O

>» A way to show colleges what you know and how well you e O00®

Xel lole)

apply that knowledge. « ®000

_ Xel lele)

» Connected to the College Board’s college planning and Welelel |
financial aid resources. *®000 -+-0000

6 CollegeBoard



Skills Tested
on the

PSAT 8/9




Skills Tested

. » Reading Test

2 Writing and Language Test
o Math Test

« Each test assesses the academic skills that
students developed over the years, primarily
through coursework.

» These skills are considered essential for
success in high school, college, and career.
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Reading - 42 passage-based questions;
Test 55 minutes

* 4 single passages and
1 pair of passages

Quick Facts
« All questions are multiple choice and based on passages.

- Some passages are paired with other passages or
informational graphics such as charts, graphs, and tables.

*  No mathematical computation is required.

» Prior topic-specific knowledge is never tested.



Reading
Test

What to Expect

The Reading Test always includes:

One passage from a classic or contemporary work of
U.S. or world literature

One passage or a pair of passages from either a U.S.
founding document or a text in the great global
conversation they inspired. The U.S. Constitution or a
speech by Nelson Mandela, for example

A selection about economics, psychology, sociology,
or some other social science.

Two science passages (or one passage and one
passage pair) that examine foundational concepts
and developments in Earth science, biology,
chemistry, or physics

15



Writing and - 40 passage-based questions;
Language 30 minutes

Test

» 4 passages

Quick Facts

All questions are multiple choice and based on passages.

Some passages are paired with informational graphics
such as charts, graphs, and tables.

No mathematical computation is required.
Prior topic-specific knowledge is never tested.

The Writing and Language Test is part of the
Evidence-Based Reading and Writing section.



Writing and
Language
Test

What to Expect

The Writing and Language Test puts
students in the active role of an editor
who is improving a written passage.
Most questions ask students to
decide which, if any, of the three
alternatives to an underlined part of a
passage most improves it.

17



Math
Test

2 test sections; 60 minutes

- 38 questions
(31 multiple choice, 7 grid-ins)

Quick Facts

*  Most math questions will be multiple choice, but some
will be student-produced responses (grid-ins).

«  The Math Test is divided into two portions:

Math Test — Calculator and Math Test — No Calculator.

- Some parts of the test will present a scenario and then
ask several questions about it.

18



Math
Test

What to Expect

The Math Test focuses on the math
that matters most for college and
career readiness. To succeed on the
Math Test, students will need to
demonstrate mathematical practices,
such as problem solving and using
appropriate tools strategically.

19



Math Students: Know Your Calculator

Section A scientific or graphing calculator is
Math Test — Calculator recomimen d ed .

Students should bring a familiar
calculator. Test day is not the time
to figure out how to use a new
calculator.

20



Math Additional Calculator Tips for Students

Section Don't try to use the calculator on every
guestion—no question requires one.

Math Test — Calculator .
Decide how to solve each problem; then

decide whether to use a calculator.

Make sure your calculator is in good working
order and that batteries are fresh.

Students will not be permitted to use laptops
or other computers, tablets, cell phones, or

= smartphones, etc. Please reference the
student guide for a complete list.

21



Content and Domain Alignment Scoring

How Does the

All tests in the SAT Suite All tests in the SAT Suite of
PS AT 8 / 9 of Assessments (SAT, PSAT/ Assessments are on a common
NMSQT, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9) score scale that provides
COnneCt to the are aligned to the same research consistent feedback, enabling
PSAT 10 the backbone and focus on the same teachers to adjust instruction to
) domain of knowledge and skills.  better support students who are

PSAT/NMSQT' ahead or behind.
and the SAT?

PSAT 10 AND PSAT/NMSQT (160-760)

Il
1
I
[
[
I
v Vv
Grade-level benchmarks will indicate if

students are making “on target” progress 22
toward the SAT benchmark.



How Does the The score students get on the PSAT 8/9 is

PSAT 8/9 the same score they would have gotten on

the PSAT10, PSAT/NMSQT, or SAT if they'd
Connect to the taken it on the same day.

PSAT 10, the
PSAT/NMSQT,
and the SAT? T

PSAT 10 AND PSAT/NMSQT (160-760) _

I
]
|1
I
I
I
Yy v
Grade-level benchmarks will indicate if

students are making “on target” progress
toward the SAT benchmark. 23



How to Prepare
for the

PSAT 8/9




Know How the
PSAT 8/91s
Scored

Rights-Only Scoring
1 point for each correct answer

0 points deducted for each incorrect or blank
guestion

Math Grid-ins

Enter answers as (reduced) fractions or decimals.
If rounding a decimal, make sure to use every box.

Scale

120-720 for each test section
240-1440 for the total score

25



Personalized The PSAT 8/9 Score Report
Skills Contains information to help students improve

I f : their academic skills.
niormation Lists skills that students have the best chance of

improving with additional work.

Connects students to personalized practice
recommendations on Khan Academy.

PSAT‘SI 9 FJCollegeBoard

Your Score Report

26



Hi, Ima B. Student

SCchool Named John R Kennedy High Sched, School Gode: 123458

ACCeEs Code: ADZETOT46P

Access Code

Each report will have an
access code where you can
log in and have full digital
access to all of the
information listed on the score
report and more.

FSHT"BIB' ¥ CollegeBoard

Your Score Report

Get your full IEPOIT OD.NE RN Pr
studentscoras. collegeboar. ~rg
Free Practice Core Course Work Explore
Develop the skills you'll need for Uss your resutls 1o onsals o cone Disoowar majors and carssrs that
high schacl ard beyand with oourss work planiin high schoal. connect to the things you cars about
Khan foadermy® —frss orline on most with Foadirp Mation™.

sotpractioe.org.



Your Evidence-Based
Reading and Writing Score

460! :-

Your Nationally - Sample
Representative 'J'gth Percentile

460
¥
I 7 20

ik
THE BENGHMARK IS 410

120

¥You are on track for college
readiness.

Stay on track and continue your
progress. Start now with your free,
parsonalized recommendations walting
for you on satpractice.org.

Your Total Score

900 =

Your Nationally ER Sample
Representative 'J"J'th Percentile

Keep in mind,
the PSA'T™ 8/9,
PSAT/NMSQT", and
SAT" are on

the same scale.

Your score shows you how you would have
scored that day on the PSAT/MNMSQT and SAT.
How well you do depends on what you do next!

The College and Career Readiness Benchmark

Your Math Score

440! -

Your Mationally Sample
Representative 49th Parcentile

"
120 I . 20
F Y
THE BEENCHMARK IS 450

Your scores indicate you are close
to being on track for college
readiness, but you need to continue
to strengthen your skKills.

Let's get you back on track, so you
won't have to take noncredit courses in
college. You have free, personalized
recommendations waiting for you on
satpractice.org.

Reaching your grade-level benchmark means that you are likely on track to be ready for select first-year, credit-bearing college courses.

. Meed to strengthen skills

Approaching Benchmark

. Meet or exceed Benchmark

"Thea red, vellow, and grean ranges n the test scores and subscores reflect your ameas of strangth and weasknesza compared o the typical performance of etudanta in your grade.

28



Test Scores &to 36 range* Subscores 1t 15 range*

]
23 Reading '? Command of Evidenca
G R e T I b ER S DN e 1 1 _I it a e ot
23 Writing and Language 13 Words in Context
G ) ——— | e e
22.0 math 9 Expression of Ideas
R R TR | o e e I 1 T | T —— 1 E

o

Standard English Conventions
| ————————

b

Cross-Test Scores &to 36 range

O Heart of Algebra
271 Analysis in History/Social Studies

22 Analysis in Science

s 1 5

=h
LY

6 Problem Solving and Data Analysis

1 e | &
If a studant weane to taks the samea test repeatadhy (with no nesw leaming], the standard deviation

of the student's repeated test acores Is caled the atandard emor of measurement SEM). Your
score range i computed s your score +~ SEM. For PSAT 878, thess ranges are approsimatedhys:

R
-]

16
Total Score: Your scors + 40 pointe.

Evidence -Based Reading and Writing Saction Score:  Your acore + 25 points.
Math Section Score: Total ecomr + 33 points.

Test Scoras and Croes-Test Scores: Your scores + 2 pointa.

Subscores: Your scora £ 1 o 2 points.

Remarmber that you will receive scoms in the sama ameas when you take the PSAT/MNMSOT
and SAT.
Ima B. Student

Fall 2046, Grada: 9" Grads, Student [0 -#£2A066007



Your Scores: Next Steps
Bdditicral skille and improvement suggsestions oon ba found in your enling score report

Your soore indicates thet you are already likaly obis to: Beadmng Tast

| Draw reasorobke corchalons from somewiat challenging tadds o

B Deaorbsiho overall svuchung of o somewhal dralonging teod

Ikt iy Clairma ond counbenclaims sxplohy shabed in o somewhal 2 |
challenging passaga F

Rz tuit s nescad 10 IMproyve the susciness or coment
appropriztness. of wond dholoss wihin somawhat chalenging tods

Improwe your skills by foousing on the following suggastiona:

Croww reasonabile infarercas ored |ogloal conche lons from dralkng-
Irg taxts

ArakTa information presentsd quartbadialy In such foms as
graphs, tnbks, ared charls ond redabe that irformation o infonmation
prassmiad In somewhal drallenging texd

Disbermirs: how The sslection of speciic wonds shapos meaning ord
fons Ina crallerging pessags

Lizg @ varlely of samsroe sinciures 1o scoomplish a thietorkcal
purpoas such o pamuading sn audienos

Fecbalri of ndd information or kdeas to o plecs of 1axt to support
daims of peirrts Ini chalkinging e

Writing and Langquage Tast

Fanize Tt as nasdad 1o mprovs the sxsom eas of comant
appropriatonses of word dholoss wihin somawhat chalenging teds

T

Fisbain or ad Infonmatien or idsas bo o placs of o 23 i

Tt b support claims or poinks 0 somewhat challenging st £ to 30
Fiav b sommwhat challenjing tast to aneurs at information is g
presemed In e moat logoal order
Favizs tard oz nesdad 10 iImprovs the sxecmess or comsnt
spproprizhaness ol word dholoes wihin somawhat chalenging buxdts
Math Test
Imierpret o lireer nequally inons varable wih mmioral coeMokms .
trarl e prasamis o comant. Selecl the squation of @ line of bsst M ard Yy
Imerprat the slop s and inkircept of tha Ine in e contast of e L
shumtion [when o inear modsd I appropriaie) 22 D
L]
I Imiurprel sample strlatos uncnrisrcireg and using mangin of emor Eto 35 F |

L
5
=

Sokva and Imerpral o quadnatio function o equertion Ther ropros onbs
& oonbext end requires muliple steps

Cakulms and Intwrpret frequanoy distribuliors using 1ok mnd
other represantational mathods

Rstain of ndd information or kdeas to o plecs of Taxt o support
daims of points Inchallanging teed

Ui @ varl ey of Seimerce struciures 1o scoomplish a terorical
purrpota such os pandading on audisnos

Fianvies taad 08 reisdea to Improvie the amoiress or conband
sppropriateness of word cholces wihin chalenging Texs

Fietain of odd information or ldeas to o plecs of Taxt b support
daims of poirits In chalkinging e

Lz @ varlerly of samioroa struciures 1o mooomplish a thedorical
purpoza such s parsading an audkenos

Dizbermrirss: how @ graph may bs afiecied by B change 1o ks equation

Dbermrinethe valus of o constam or cosfMclant for an soquntion with
na solution of Infnksdy mary sotiora

o spacfkd modal, maks o prediction and compors tha
predicied valos whh e schal valies in e dote so

Wihin a comext, compans the camer of two separate daba sebs wih
differsrt sproac

Disbermrine whiathier two eveis ara indeperdanit ghven Thalr
probobibes

L varlely of ssimeroe struciures 1o @ooompdish & tedorkcal
purpoas such s pamuading on audiencs



Math Test—Caloulator

Your Question-Level Feedback

Writing and Languags

Reading
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Subscors

COE Commnand of Evidancs

WIC Waovdks in Coniad

EOl  Exprassionsl Idoas

BEC Siardard Engish Comvantions
HOA Haari of Algsbr

PED Frotiem Soiving and Des Aralyss

org

answer explanations, online
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Preparation
Starts
Everywhere

Read

Continuous reading improves
vocabulary and develops essential
skills.

Take Challenging Courses

This will help students to develop and
strengthen their critical thinking skills.
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Resources




Resources

e ——
QCollegeBoard + #KHANACADEMY

Official SAT Practice For personalized resources aligned
to the SAT Suite of Assessments
(including PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, and
Personalized practice, anytime, anywhere—for FREE. PS AT / N MSQT)’ plea Se V| Si't'

satpractice.org

Start practicing

For general information about the
PSAT 8/9, please visit:

psat.org/8-9

Upcoming Events

B sep2s2007 B 262018
Fall PSAT 8/9 Testing Opens Fall PSAT 8/9 Testing Closes

34


http://satpractice.org
http://psat.org/8-9

Official SAT
Practice on

Khan Academy




Free, Official SAT®
Practice Through
Khan Academy

satpractice.org

Full Length Practice Tests
Six official practice tests, with more to come, plus
study and test-taking tips

Video Lessons
Easy-to-follow videos explain problems
step-by-step

Interactive Problems & Instant Feedback
Get hints, explanations and constant progress
updates to know where you stand

Daily Practice App
More practice available on your phone featuring
questions of the day

36


https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/

Good luck!

© CollegeBoard PSAT 8/9




